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There are no guaranties in deer resistance. Some herds develop a taste for 
plants that other herds will avoid. The following list contains some plants that 
are rarely damaged – marked with an (*), and plants seldom severely damaged. 

 
LARGE TREES 
 Acer rubrum    Red Maple 
 Acer saccharum    Sugar Maple 
        * Betula nigra     River Birch 
        * Cercidiphyllum japonicum  Katsuratree 
 Cryptomeria japonica   Japanese Cryptomeria 
 Fagus sylvatica    European Beech 
 Fraxinus pennsylvanica   Green Ash 
          Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis Thornless Honeylocust 
        * Ilex opaca     American Holly 
 Juniperus virginiana   Eastern Red Cedar 
         Liriodendron tulipifera   Tuliptree 
 Metasequoia glyptostroboides  Dawn Redwood 
 Picea abies     Norway Spruce 
 Picea glauca     White Spruce 
 Picea omorika    Serbian Spruce 
          Picea pungens    Colorado Spruce 
 Pinus strobus    White Pine 
 Pseudotsuga meziesii   Douglas Fir 
                    
SMALL TREES – LARGE SHRUBS 
 Acer griseum    Paperbark Maple 
 Acer palmatum    Japanese Maple 
       * Aesculus parviflora   Bottlebrush Buckeye 
 Amelanchier    Serviceberry 
 Chamaecyparis pisifera   Threadleaf Cypress 
 Cornus kousa    Kousa Dogwood 
 Corylus c. ‘Contorta’   Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick 
 Cotinus coggygria    Smoketree 
 Halesia carolina    Carolina Silverbell 
 Hamamelis virginiana   Common Witchhazel 
 Ilex aquifolium    English Holly 
         Ilex x ‘Dragon Lady’   Dragon Lady Holly 
       * Juniperus s. ‘Moonglow’   Moonglow Juniper 
 Lagerstroemia indica   Crape Myrtle 



DEER RESISTANT PLANTS 
 

Feeney’s Wholesale Nursery  www.feeneyswholesale.com 
215-598-1100   fax 215-598-1101 

 Magnolia x soulangiana   Saucer Magnolia 
       * Myrica pensylvanica   Northern Bayberry 
       * Pieris      Pieris 
          Prunus s.’Kwanzan’   Kwanzan Cherry 
 Prunus s. ‘Snowgoose’   Snowgoose Cherry 
 Syringa reticulata    Japanese Tree Lilac 
       * Viburnum dentatum   Arrowwood Viburnum 
    
SHRUBS 
 Abelia sp.     Glossy Abelia 
 Aronia arbutifolia    Red Chokeberry 
 Aucuba japonica    Japanese Aucuba 
        * Berberis sp.     Barberry 
        * Buddleia sp.     Butterfly Bush 
        * Buxus sempervirens   Common Boxwood 
 Callicarpa sp.    Beautyberry 
        * Caryopteris clandonensis   Blue Mist Shrub 
       * Cephalotaxus harringtonia  Japanese Plum Yew 
 Clethra alnifolia    Summersweet Clethra 
 Cornus      Redtwig (& Yellowtwig)  
 Cotoneaster     Cotoneaster 
        *Cytisus sp.     Broom 
        * Daphne sp.      Daphne 
 Deutzia sp.     Deutzia 
 Enkianthus campanulata   Redvein Enkianthus 
        *Erica sp.      Heath 
 Forsythia x intermedia     Forsythia 
 Fothergilla sp.    Fothergilla 
 Hibiscus syriacus    Rose of Sharon 
 Hypericum sp.    Shrubby Hypericum         
 Ilex glabra     Inkberry 
 Ilex verticillata    Winterberry  
 Itea virginica    Virginia Sweetspire 
 Juniperus chinensis   Chinese Juniper 
 Juniperus horizontalis   Creeping Juniper 
 Juniperus procumbens ‘Nana’  Japanese Garden Juniper 
 Juniperus s. ‘Blue Star’   Blue Star Juniper 
 Kerria japonica    Japanese Kerria 
 Leucothoe axillaris    Coast Leucothoe 
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 Ligustrum sp.    Privet 
        * Mahonia bealei    Leatherleaf Mahonia 
        *Microbiota decussata   Siberian Carpet 
        * Myrica pensylvanica   Northern Bayberry 
 Pinus mugo     Mugo Pine 
        * Potentilla fruticosa    Shrubby Cinquefoil  
 Prunus laurocerasus   Cherrylaurel 
 Pyracantha coccinea   Firethorn 
 Rhamnus sp.    Buckthorn                                                 
        * Rhus aromatica    Fragrant Sumac 
        *Sarcoccoa hookeriana   Sweet Box 
        *Skimmia japonica    Japanese Skimmia 
 Spiraea sp.     Spirea 
 Syringa vulgaris    Common Lilac 
 Viburnum carlesii    Koreanspice Viburnum 
        * Viburnum dentatum   Arrowwood Viburnum 
 Viburnum x juddii    Judd Viburnum 
 Viburnum opulus    Cranberrybush Viburnum 
 Viburnum plicatum tomentosum Doublefile Viburnum 
 Viburnum rhytidophyllum  Leatherleaf Viburnum 
 Weigela florida    Weigela 
 
VINES 
 Jasminum nudiflorum    Winter Jasmine 
 Wisteria floribunda   Wisteria 
 
PERENNIALS 
        *Aconitum sp.    Monkshood 
 Achillea     Yarrow 
 Actaea sp.     Snakeroot, Bugbane 
        *Agastache     Anise Hyssop 
 Alchemilla     Ladies’ Mantle 
 Anemone     Windflower 
        *Arisaema triphylum   Jack-in-the-Pulpit 
 Armeria     Sea Thrift 
        *Artemisia sp.    Silver Mound 
 Asclepias tuberosa    Butterfly-weed 
 Aster species             Aster 
 Astilbe sp.     Astilbe 
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        *Aurinia saxatalis    Basket of Gold 
        * Baptisia australis    False Indigo 
 Bergenia     Pigsqueak 
 Boltonia astroides    White Boltonia 
        *Brunnera macrophylla   Sierian Bugloss 
 Cerastium     Snow in Summer 
 Coreopsis lanceolata   Lance Coreopsis 
        * Coreopsis verticillata   Threadleaf Tickseed 
 Crocosmia sp.     Montbretia 
 Delphinium sp.    Delphinium 
 Dianthus     Pinks 
 Dicentra sp.     Bleeding Heart 
        * Digitalis sp.      Foxglove 
 Echinacea     Purple Coneflower 
          Euphorbia sp. (except Chameleon) Spurge 
        *Ferns (all)     Fern 
 Geranium  macrorrhizum               Cranesbill 
 (Grass): 
 * Acorus sp.     Sweet Flag 
 * Arundo donax    Giant Reed Grass 
 * Calamagrostis sp.   Feather Reed Grass 
 * Carex sp.     Sedge 
 * Chasmanthium latifolium  Northern Sea Oats 
 * Cortaderia selloeana   Pampas Grass 
 * Erianthus ravennae   Hardy Pampas Grass 
 * Festuca glauca    Blue Fescue 
 * Hakonechloa macra   Japanese Forest Grass 
 * Helictotrichon sepervirens  Blue Oats Grass 
 * Imperata cylindrica   Japanese Blood Grass 
 * Juncus effusus    Hard Rush 
 * Miscanthus sinensis   Maiden Grass 
 * Molinia caerulea    Purple Moor Grass 
    Ophiopogon japonicus   Mondo Grass 
          * Panicum virgatum             Switch Grass 
          * Pennisetum sp.                          Fountain Grass 
             Phalaris arundinacea   Ribbon Grass 
          * Phyllostachys aurea   Golden Bamboo 
          * Schizachyrium scaparium  Little Bluestem                                        
          Helenium autumnale   Sneezeweed 
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 Helleborus sp.    Hellebore, Lenten Rose  
        * Hesperis matronalis   Dame’s Rocket 
 Heuchera sp.    Coral Bells  
 Hypericum calycinum   St. Johnswort 
 Iberis      Candytuft 
        *Iris (may eat buds)    Iris 
 Kniphofia     Torch Lily 
        * Lavendula     Lavender 
 Liatris sp.     Blazing Star, Gayfeather 
        *Ligularia     Ligularia 
 Lobelia     Cardinal Flower 
 Mertensia virginica   Virginia Blue Bells 
 Monarda didyma    Bee Balm 
        * Myosotis sp.     Forget-Me-Not 
        * Nepeta     Catmint 
        * Paeonia sp. (may eat buds)  Peony 
 Papaver orientale    Oriental Poppy 
 Perovskia     Russian Sage 
 Polemonium     Jacob’s Ladder 
 Pulmonaria     Lungwort 
        *Rodgersia     Rodger’s Flower 
 Rudbeckia     Black-eyed Susan 
         Salvia nemorosa    Meadow Sage 
        *Salvia officinalis    Garden Sage 
        *Santolina chamaecyparissus  Lavender Cotton 
 Scabiosa     Pincushionflower 
 Solidago            Goldenrod 
        * Stachys     Lamb’s Ears 
 Stokesia laevis    Stoke’s Aster 
        * Teucrium chamaedrys   Germander 
        *Thalictrum sp.    Meadow Rue 
        * Thymus     Thyme 
 Tiarella cordifolia    Foam Flower 
 Tradescantia sp.    Spiderwort 
 Tricyrtis hirta    Toad Lily 
 Trillium sp.     Wake Robin 
 Veronica     Speedwell 
 Viola sp.     Violet 
 


